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Today we will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper. You are invited to bring to worship whatever bread and 

drink you have available in your home to join us in Communion, trusting that God can do mysterious and 

miraculous things with ordinary objects like bread and juice and in ordinary places like our own homes. 

 

  We Gather to Worship God 

 

PRELUDE “Give Me Jesus” — arr. Jay Rouse  Mark Cole, piano 

 

WELCOME  Doug Gerdts and Nikki Passante 

 

OPENING SENTENCES    

One: At all times I will bless the Lord, whose praise shall ever be in my mouth.  

All:   I will glory in the Lord; let the humble hear and rejoice.  

One: Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord; let us exalt the name of the Lord together.   

All:   I sought the Lord, who answered me and delivered me out of all my terror.  

One: Taste and see that the Lord is good; happy are they who trust in the Lord.  

All:   I called in my affliction and the Lord heard me and saved me from all my troubles. 

 

MUSIC Meditation on GRAND ISLE (“I Sing a Song of the Saints Above”) (page 9 below)  

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

One: The proof of God’s amazing love is this: while we were sinners Christ died for us.  Because we have 

faith in him, we dare to approach God with confidence.  In faith and penitence, let us confess our sin 

before God and one another. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

All: Lord Jesus, you have taught us a new way of life; yet we have not followed your way.  You have 

taught us to be meek, but we have swelled with pride.  You have taught us to hunger and thirst 

for righteousness, but we have hungered and thirsted for success.  You have taught us to be 

merciful, but our hearts have been callous to the needs of others.  You have  taught us to be pure 

in heart, yet we have been filled with mixed motives.  You have taught us to rejoice in affliction, 

yet we have complained.  Forgive us for resisting your ways, and by your Spirit help us during 

our days on this earth to live as citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven, to the Glory of God. 

 

TIME OF SILENT CONFESSION 

 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

One: Hear the teaching of Christ: a new commandment I give to you, that you love one another as I 

have loved you. 

All:  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven and set free to begin life anew.  Amen! 

All Saints’ Day 
November 1, 2020 at 10:00 

First Presbyterian Church 
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SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

All:  And also with you. 

One: Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 

We Listen to the Word 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

One: God of heaven and earth, artist and artisan, free us to see things afresh, that we may be fully alive 

and truly for your glory.  

   Joy Tetley – England 

 

SCRIPTURE   Revelation 7: 9-17 

After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from 

all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, 

with palm branches in their hands. They cried out in a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our 

God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” And all the angels stood around the throne and 

around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and 

worshiped God, singing, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and 

power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”  
 

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where have they 

come from?” I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they 

who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the 

blood of the Lamb. For this reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him day and 

night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. They will hunger 

no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat; for the Lamb at 

the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 

and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

 

One: Holy wisdom, holy word. 

All:  Thanks be to God! 

 

CHILDREN’S GREETING    

 

ANTHEM  “Let Us Break Bread Together” — arr. Richard Walters 

  Gordon Blodgett, bass; Mark Cole, piano 

 

SERMON  “Believe None of What You Hear and Only Half of What You See” Rev. Passante 
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We Respond in Faith  
 

CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER  

Invitation 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer  A Celtic liturgy designed by John Philip Newell 

Great Creator Spirit, from whom all life comes forth: here we gather again with bread and juice 

seeking your presence, longing once more to be nourished, hungering for wholeness in our 

lives, for unity on earth and for peace among the nations. 
 

Here we gather with bread and with juice, but with more than bread and juice. 

With everything that we see and sense around us, with visible and invisible energies that pulse 

with life, we join our souls in the song that vibrates throughout the whole of creation. 
 

Into our brokenness came the memory of wholeness. 

Into our sickness came the medicine of grace. 

Into our fear came the revelation of love. 

Christ born among us, 

One of us, 

Child of heaven, 

Son of womankind, 

Bearer of forgiveness, 

Healer of our nature, 

Restorer of wisdom, 

Liberator of the oppressed, 

Rejected by the religious, 

Scorned by the state, 

Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

Heart of humanity, 

Soul of creation, 

Lamb of God. 
 

Come upon us with your Holy Spirit, O God, and upon this bread and this juice, that they may 

be vibrant with your presence, nurturing what is deepest within us, and making us again one 

body. Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ.  
 

Hear us now, O God, as we pray the prayer Christ taught us:  
 

All:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
  

Distribution of the Elements 

Breaking of the Bread 

For in the night he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, and after giving thanks to God, broke it 

and gave it to his disciples saying: “Take, eat: This is my body which is given for you. Do 

this in remembrance of me!” 

Pouring of the Cup 

In the same way, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and after giving thanks, gave it to them 

saying: “Drink this, all of you. This cup is the new covenant sealed with my blood, shed for 

you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  
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LITANY FOR ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY 

One: God of the ages, we praise you for all your servants who have done justice, loved mercy, and 

walked humbly with you. For all the saints who have gone before us,  

All:  we give you thanks, O God, for our ancestors in the faith.  

One: For all the saints who have been beloved to us,  

All:  we give you thanks for our loved ones who have entered your Church Triumphant.  

One: For all the saints who have left us too soon,  

All:  O God, we mourn their death, and they remain in our hearts.  

One: For all the saints who are still shining lights in this world,  

All:  may we learn from their ways and follow you.  

 

One: For those we have known and loved, who by their faithful obedience and steadfast hope have 

shown the same mind that was in Christ Jesus, and especially for those members of First 

Presbyterian of Haddonfield who have finished their race and are now at rest with you:  

Patricia Eastwick,  

Dorothy Herbert,  

Thomas Isaacs,  

Andy Levering,  

Jon Mastin,  

Dorothy Rouh, 

Robert Scudder,  

Jackie Tucker,  

Steven Tucker,  

Joan Walden,  

Russell Worrell.  

We lift to you now, O God, those persons in our own lives who have died and who we remember … 

 

Please name the saints in your lives. 

 

One: We give you thanks, O God, and for these your servants,  

 

All:  Keep us grateful for their witness and, like them, eager to follow in the way of Christ. Then at 

the last, bring us with them to share in the inheritance of the saints in light; through Jesus 

Christ, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

MUSIC Meditation on SINE NOMINE, “For All the Saints” — arr. John Purifoy (pages 10 below) 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE Voluntary on NEW BRITAIN — Charles Callahan     Mark Cole, organ 
 

  ———   ♦♦♦   ——— 
 

WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN HADDONFIELD ONLINE! God is present wherever 

people gather—even virtually. Please be in touch if you have news to share or would like more information 

or to talk to a pastor. Contact information for pastors and staff is below. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR KIDS PRE-K – EIGHTH GRADE: Each week age-appropriate lessons and 

activities are emailed out. To register your child, please fill out this form. Past lessons can be viewed on the 

Children’s Ministry page of the http://www.haddonfieldpres.orgwebsite. 

 

MUSIC NOTES FOR NOVEMBER 1: 
 

Prelude – “Give Me Jesus,” arr. Jay Rouse 

Give me Jesus is a fairly old hymn, originating as an African-American spiritual written during the time of 

slavery in the United States. The lyrics of the hymn are simple, but oh how poignant.  

Jay Rouse is a keyboard artist and arranger, he has sixteen books and cds in print. Rouse is currently the 

chief Creative Director for Praise Gathering Music Group. 
 

Meditation on GRAND ISLE 

The hymn "I Sing a Song of the Saints of God" was first published in England in 1929, and in the United States 

in the Episcopal Church Hymnal. This hymn shows how people of all backgrounds and occupations are saints 

even today. There are many of them, they can be found anywhere, and they inspire us to be the same! 
 

Anthem – “Let Us Break Bread Together” arr. Richard Walters 

Some of the stanzas of this African American spiritual may date back to the eighteenth century. Other stanzas 

have been added by oral tradition. A look through modern hymnals will reveal an array of variations on the 

text. The most notable alteration in the Psalter Hymnal is the phrase “to the Lord of life” in place of the 

original “to the rising sun,” in which “sun” was an ambiguous metaphor referring to God. The song’s use at 

communion services probably dates from after the American Civil War. 
 

Meditation on SINE NOMINE 

The stanzas of the hymn “For All the Saints” describe the common life of all the saints: the credit due to 

Jesus Christ for drawing us all to Him, the strength and guidance we continue to draw from Him, our joint 

communion in Christ, the continuing struggle against evil, and the coming day when the dead shall rise and 

we shall all worship together before God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. No matter what path each of us 

travels, we all will enjoy the same glorious eternal life. 
 

Postlude – “Amazing Grace,” arr. Charles Callahan 

One of the best loved and most often sung hymns in North America, this hymn expresses John Newton’s 

personal experience of conversion from sin as an act of God’s grace. At the end of his life, Newton (b. 

London, 1725; d. London, 1807) said, “There are two things I’ll never forget: that I was a great sinner, and 

that Jesus Christ is a greater Savior!” This hymn is Newton’s spiritual autobiography. 

Charles Callahan (b. 1951) is a native of Cambridge, Massachusetts. Callahan is a well-known composer, 

organist, choral conductor, pianist, and teacher. He is a graduate of the Curtis Institute of Music, 

Philadelphia, and the Catholic University of America, Washington, DC. Callahan’s compositions are 

frequently performed in church and concert. 

 

DRIVE-THROUGH OFFERING AND FOOD DONATION continue in the church driveway each week 

from 11 – 12 on Sunday mornings. Greet properly masked and socially distanced pastors and elders when you 

pull through to the office-side door. (For online giving, use https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give.) 

 

YOUTH GROUP MEETS TONIGHT – Outdoor fun (flashlight tag, anyone?) tonight, Nov. 1 at 5 p.m. 

Please wear a mask. Temperatures will be taken. For information, please reach out to Gab Heimerling at 

gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org. 

 

https://forms.gle/F9pRSFygbLJgrSYa6
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/
https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give
mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
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NEW MEMBERS CLASS NEXT SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8 - First Presbyterian Church of Haddonfield 

will be hosting fall New Member's classes via Zoom on Sunday, November 8th, and Sunday, November 

15th. Start time for both meetings is 1:00 and they will last for approximately one hour. If you are 

interested in joining, or simply learning more about membership, this time is for you. We will have the 

opportunity to make new friends, share more about First Presby’s mission in the church and the world, and 

learn more about what makes Presbyterians unique. Please contact Pastor Nikki to RSVP, for more 

information, or with any questions. Zoom link. 

 

STEWARDSHIP SEASON “RUN WITH PERSEVERANCE” — The theme for the campaign, “Run With 

Perseverance” is inspired by the faithful dedication of our members in delivering on the mission of the church 

through one of the most challenging periods of our lifetime. Part of the way we display that dedication is 

through the sharing of our financial gifts. One way these gifts have helped us persevere has been in the work 

of the Finance and Property Committee, which has labored to complete needed repairs and maintenance of the 

building. This week’s video features the exciting update to the music library. Watch here. 

 

MATTHEW 25—CONVERSATION ON RACE – Sunday morning discussions continue from 9-9:45a.m. 

on Zoom at this link. Each week’s resources are linked in the weekly email newsletter and on the Adult 

Education page of the website. November 1st’s class discussed this TED talk, The Danger of a Single Story, 

by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie (author of Americanah and other books), and Peggy McIntosh’s Invisible 

Knapsack prompts. Questions? Email Becky Bryan, rebeccabryan@me.com. Hope you can join us!  

 

FAMILY PANDEMIC GROUP AND PASTOR NIKKI’S ZOOM BIBLE STUDY: 

• The Family Pandemic Group will conclude its study on the Gifts of Imperfection on November 18th, and  

• Nikki’s Thursday Evening Bible Study will conclude for Thanksgiving & Advent on November 19th. 

Advent is a time of waiting and preparation, and our goal is to honor these spiritual practices, especially 

during a time where we may need to prepare to shelter at home. To these ends, you are invited to participate in 

a special ADVENT SERIES ON RESILIENCE. On Monday, December 7, 2020 from 7-9pm, join a 
multi-church Zoom led by Becky Bryan on ways to understand and cope with the challenges of stress. 
See the flyer and sign-up information here. 
 

THURSDAY BIBLE STUDY begins its exploration of Revelation starting Thursday, November 5th at 

6:30. The primary book Pastor Nikki will be basing the study on is Craig Keoster’s, Revelation and the End of 

All Things. Zoom link. This is a new link! 

 

PORCH BIBLE STUDY – The Porch Study will meet next on November 11. If you would like to participate, 

please email Rebecca in the church office or Deb Nussbaum at debranussbaum1987@gmail.com and Kristin 

Carberry will add your address to our Zoom mailing list.   

 

JOIN DOUG FOR TUESDAY A.M. BIBLE STUDY – Every Tuesday at 8:00 a.m. on Zoom, Doug hosts 

an informal conversation about the scripture that will be the text for the following Sunday’s sermon. The 

text for Tuesday, November 3 is Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25. Here’s the Zoom link.  

 

COURTYARD CONVERSATIONS – THREE TUESDAYS LEFT! Book your 30-minute time slot to 

meet with Nikki and Doug outside the church, under a canopy, for a spot of conversation and perhaps prayer 

(in jackets and gloves if necessary). Call Rebecca at the church number (856) 429-1960 or email her at 

rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org. Tuesdays from 9 to 11 through November 17.  

 

mailto:npassante@haddonfieldpres.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8997789692?pwd=S0ZjQ1VyWEp2NWhYbkF5Yjl2azhtUT09
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kp3nH1-CSHk&t=7s
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84148513915
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/adult-education
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/adult-education
https://youtu.be/D9Ihs241zeg
mailto:rebeccabryan@me.com
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/c345c60a-46dd-4b8f-ac5e-eabdddc34d19/Join%20Us%20for%20an%20Advent%20Workshop_2020.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87502910885
mailto:debranussbaum1987@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86488551987
mailto:rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org
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WOMEN’S PRISON MINISTRY COLLECTION – Due to CDC restrictions as they apply to Covid-19, 

we have not been going to the Camden County Jail on Fridays. Yet, we are still maintaining contact 

with the women through letters, packages and our contact person. As we do every year, we will be 

assembling a Christmas bag to be distributed to all the women in the facility. If you have 2021 

calendars, greeting cards, and small note pads you could spare, we would greatly appreciate them. You 

can drop your items off at the drive through after church on Sunday. Please mark the bag, Women’s 

Prison Ministry. Thank you. 
 

SWEATSHIRT COLLECTION – The Deacons and Mission Committee, in conjunction with the NJ State 

Federation of Women’s Clubs and the Haddon Fortnightly, are participating in a collection for Operation 

Chillout, an all-volunteer mobile outreach for homeless veterans. New men’s sweatshirts, in sizes L, XL, and 

2XL in dark blue, dark green, gray black or camo, and new women’s sweatshirts in sizes L and XL in dark or 

light blue, gray, green or other, will be distributed to homeless veterans through Operation Chillout. 

Sweatshirts may have logos as long as they aren’t religious in nature. Bring sweatshirts to the Sunday morning 

drive through or drop off at 55 Roberts Ave., Haddonfield. Contact Ed Hess with questions. Please note: For 

the time being, no other clothing donations are not being accepted. 

 

ST WILFRID’S – We always need diapers (right now size 2, 3, and 4’s), peanut butter, pasta, canned tuna 

and now add socks for kids and adults please! All donations may be dropped off after church on Sunday 

during the Drive Through or any day of the week in the bin behind Grace Church. Thank you for your 

continued support. “But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is 

doing, so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward 

you.” (Matthew 6:3-4). Any questions, please call Jill Mascena at 856-428-7342 or click on 

www.opendoorcliniccamden.org 

 

TIME TO TALK TURKEY: 

Question #1: Is there still going to be a Turkey collection? Answer: Yes! 

we will be collecting turkeys this year! We will be in the church parking lot 

the Sunday, November 22. We are still working out details regarding 

dropping off birds early and exact times on Sunday, November 22. Cash 

donations will be able to be made online, a special tab will be set up 

exclusively for this!   

Question #2: Where do you take those birds? Answer: Your Food Shelf in 

Camden. We will bring them there. You do not have to! 

Question #3: Where? What is that? Answer: Since 1980, Your Food Shelf 

has been helping residents of Camden and the surrounding area avoid 

hunger. Each year, Your Food Shelf provides emergency food, clothing & household items to 1,500 seniors, 

families and children in need. Each food bag distributed provides a typical family of four with three meals a day 

for three days. In the summer months, our Farmer’s Market offers free, fresh produce to the seniors and families 

we serve to ensure they have access to healthy foods.  

Question #4: Feeling pandemic fatigue and want to know how to feel better? Answer: Donate a turkey.  

Studies have shown helping others make you feel better. 

Question #5: What do these numbers mean?  2002, 6, 6074, 1882, 24?  Answer: The Dark family took over the 

turkey collection in 2002 when Drew was just 6 years old, and some of those birds where as big as him; since 

then we have collected 1882 birds and over $6074 in cash; Drew is now 24 years old. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.opendoorcliniccamden.org/


8 

 

NEXT WEEK’S SCRITURE PASSAGE: Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 

Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the heads, the judges, and 

the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. And Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says 

the Lord, the God of Israel: Long ago your ancestors—Terah and his sons Abraham and Nahor—lived beyond 

the Euphrates and served other gods. Then I took your father Abraham from beyond the River and led him 

through all the land of Canaan and made his offspring many. I gave him Isaac; “Now therefore revere the Lord, 

and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River 

and in Egypt, and serve the Lord.  

Now if you are unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your 

ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as 

for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.” Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should 

forsake the Lord to serve other gods; for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the 

land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all 

the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed; and the Lord drove out before us all 

the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our God.” But 

Joshua said to the people, “You cannot serve the Lord, for he is a holy God. He is a jealous God; he will not 

forgive your transgressions or your sins. If you forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do 

you harm, and consume you, after having done you good.” And the people said to Joshua, “No, we will serve 

the Lord!” Then Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen the 

Lord, to serve him.” And they said, “We are witnesses.” He said, “Then put away the foreign gods that are 

among you, and incline your hearts to the Lord, the God of Israel.” The people said to Joshua, “The Lord our 

God we will serve, and him we will obey.” So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and made 

statutes and ordinances for them at Shechem.  

 

 
 

 
 

Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Dr. Douglas D. Gerdts, Transitional Senior Pastor and Head of Staff – doug@haddonfieldpres.org 

The Rev. Nikki Perrine Passante, Associate Pastor – npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

Peter Leibensperger, Minister of Music – pleibensperger@haddonfieldpres.org 

Nancy Ruth Wainwright, Director of Children’s Choirs – nancyruthw@comcast.net 

Mark Cole, Organist – mcole@haddonfieldpres.org 

Gabrielle Heimerling, Director of Youth and Family Ministries – gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org 

Marisa McGovern, Preschool Director – preschool@haddonfieldpres.org 

Ed Hess, Community Caseworker – edwh517@aol.com 

Kris Bean, Financial Secretary – kbean@haddonfieldpres.org 

Anne Vial, Office Administrator – avial@haddonfieldpres.org 

Rebecca Mannion, Receptionist – rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org  

Mike Richardson, Custodian 

Mark Hall, Security 

20 Kings Highway E, Haddonfield, NJ 08033  ♦  www.haddonfieldpres.org  ♦  (856) 429-1960 

http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/
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